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               MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of our Snow School community is to enable all members to achieve at their highest potential intellectually, socially, emotionally, physically, and creatively. Our school will encourage and develop partnerships with families and the community to ensure a safe and nurturing environment where everyone feels valued. Snow School will promote Respect, Effort, Attitude, Caring, and Honesty while developing self-reliant life-long learners who celebrate diversity. 



          Primary Goals for 2009-2010
· Promote positive behavior and children’s safety with the values of REACH

· Focus on improving students’ reading skills and how reading is taught
· Children learn to take ownership of own learning and reflect and create goals
· Promote increased and active parent involvement and a sense of community
· Close the achievement gap and make AYP (adequate yearly progress)
Arrival Times and Procedures:  Children should arrive to school no earlier than 8:50  a.m.  Once they arrive, they should report to the playground at the back of the school and wait for directions from teachers as to when they must line up to enter the building. Children typically enter the school at 9:05 a.m. If a child arrives to school after 9:05, then he/she should enter the building through the front doors near the office. The school day begins at 9:10 a.m., so if a child arrives after 9:10, he/she is tardy. The child and parent must sign in at the office before the child walks to his/her class. 

In the case of inclement weather or very cold temperatures, the children report to the auditorium instead of the playground. The children all have assigned places to sit and should go to their assigned sections and wait for their teachers to pick them up at 9:05. The most important rule is that the children need to stay seated while in the auditorium. 

Breakfast:  Snow School offers breakfast to children on a daily basis. Any child can have a breakfast if he/she brings the appropriate money to school (.85 cents per day). Breakfast is served between 8:45 – 9:05 a.m. All children should have eaten their breakfasts and be back in class by 9:10 a.m., the official start time. If, however, a child is late to school through no fault of his/her own (usually a late bus), the child will still be given a breakfast. Depending on the age of the child, the child will either eat in the cafeteria or bring his/her food to class.   
Absences from School:   If a child will be kept home from school for any reason or if a child will be late to school by more than 30 minutes, a member of the child’s family should call the school to inform the office staff. The office staff typically arrives every day by 8:00 a.m., so families should be able to reach someone at that time by calling 860-347-2579. The school nurse typically arrives at 8:45 a.m., so if one wishes to speak with her, please call after 8:45 a.m. 
Late to School: Children and parents need to sign in at the office. Getting to school on time is very important as a lot of instruction occurs in the morning. 
Long-term Absences & Family Vacations:   If you know that your family or your child will be out of school for more than one day, please call the office and inform the school secretary. The school does not advocate removing children from school for family vacations since there will be a great deal of instructional time lost for your child. Please take this into consideration when making plans. 

Dismissal Procedures:    School officially ends at 3:25 p.m. Afternoon announcements usually start a few minutes prior to 3:25. Once the announcements are done, children who are considered walkers, parent pick ups, or enrolled in Kids Korner after school are dismissed. The children all exit the building from the front doors by the main office. Parents should wait by the main office doors or outside for their children. Please do not go to the classrooms or the main hallways. 
For those parents who are driving cars, the best place to park is by the side parking lot near the cafeteria. For those driving in the circle at the front of the school, parents should only park on one side of the circle and should stay in their cars so as to move traffic quickly and efficiently. Please do not park your car in the circle and then leave the car. This significantly impacts the flow of traffic. If a parent does not pick up a child by 4:00 p.m., the office staff and principal have the option of calling the police and/or notifying DCF if this is a habitual problem.  

Early Dismissal:    There are several days throughout the year when children will be dismissed early from school. Lunch is served every day, even on early dismissal days. There are six days set aside for parent conferences; three days are in December and three are in March. On all six days, children will be dismissed from school at 1:05 p.m. On one-session days (ex: the day before Thanksgiving, the last day of school), children are dismissed at 1:45 p.m. When children do not have a full day of school, recess will be cancelled for that day. 
Inclement Weather – School Cancellations, Early Dismissal, and Delayed Opening

An unscheduled early dismissal is usually because of bad weather. Due to the fact that poor weather can occur at any time during the day, the times for early dismissal will be announced on the day of the dismissal. Parents can find the times on the Middletown Public Schools website: www.middletownschools.org. In the event of poor weather, school cancellations or delays will be announced on the following radio and television stations: WTIC, WMRD, WDRC, KISS 95.7, WELI, Country 92.5, Channel 3 News, Channel 8 News, and Channel 30 News. 

Medical:   State law requires a written order from your physician or dentist for all medication, including over-the-counter preparations (ex: Tylenol, Dimetapp, Sucrets cough drops). A parent or guardian’s signature is needed for a nurse to administer prescribed medication in school. 

Children are not to carry medication at any time! The parent, guardian, or other designated adult must bring medication to and from school. 
Lunch and Procedures:   Children may opt to bring lunch from home or purchase the hot lunch that is served at school. To purchase the tickets, it is recommended that families bring in cash or a check for a week’s worth of hot lunch each Monday.   

Fire Drills:   We are required to have ten fire drills throughout the school year. These practice drills are designed to give the children practice in case of a real emergency. The children do not usually receive notice prior to the drill. 
Lock Down:  There may be circumstances that require the school to go on lock down. Lock down is a precautionary measure that is put in place when potentially harmful situations take place near or inside of Snow School which may put the children or staff in danger. Examples could be an intruder, a neighborhood disturbance, an explosion, or a local, state-wide, or national event that can lead to danger. 

In the event of a lock down, all school doors are locked so that no one may enter the building. The children and staff are all instructed to sit on the floor away from the windows and wait patiently and calmly for the signal that the lock down is over. Teachers have been instructed on how to keep children safe and calm. In the event of a real lock down, the police department is in charge and makes all decisions regarding where parents should wait for the children and when the lock down is over. The school staff is not allowed to communicate with people outside of the school, so parents and families should direct all correspondence to the police. 

Once the lock down is over, children will be dismissed to their parents and families in a structured system that the principal devices. 
Visitors:   It is very important that all visitors sign in at the office after entering the school. All visitors should wear a visitor’s badge. Even if an adult is a regular visitor to the school, a badge should be worn. 

Computer Lab:   Snow is fortunate to have a fantastic computer lab that houses 24 computers. Each teacher will bring his/her class to the lab on a weekly basis to help promote computer processing skills and keyboarding. Children in the upper grades will complete research projects using the computer as a resource. The computers are to be used for educational purposes. Children who use the computers inappropriately will lose computer privileges.  
Library Visits:   The children are brought to the library once a week for book exchange. They are encouraged to read books at school and at home. Snow has recently benefited from the creation of a new computer system called ResourceMate, which assists children in finding books throughout the library. Children can now conduct searches in order to find the appropriate texts. 
Report Cards:   Report cards are distributed to children three times throughout the year: early December, mid March, and on the last day of school. The report cards are designed to give all families a clear picture of a child’s growth and progress. A parent does not need to wait until report cards to find out how a child is performing. A parent may call a teacher at any point in the school year for an academic update. 
Homework:    Snow’s policy on homework is consistent with Board of Education policy. Children in kindergarten should receive homework occasionally, children in grades 1-3 should receive approximately 30 minutes each evening, and children in grades 4-5 should receive approximately 60 minutes of homework. Homework is an extension and a review of work covered in class. It is critical that children develop the independent skills that homework requires. 
Possessions Not Allowed in School: 

We ask that children refrain from bringing cell phones, radios, tape/DVD players, electronic games, or other valuables as they can be disruptive to the learning environment and can easily be stolen or broken. If these items are brought to school, they may be held by the classroom teacher or principal until a parent picks them up. 

Heelys:    Snow does not allow children to wear their Heelys on school grounds. Our top priority is keeping children safe, and without the appropriate head gear and pads, a child can hurt himself/herself. Please do not allow your children to wear Heelys to school. 

Bus Safety Expectations:    Bus safety expectations are outlined in the Middletown Public Schools Elementary Handbook. All students are expected to follow these expectations to ensure that all children arrive to school safely and arrive home safely. Parents will be notified of any concerns that might arise regarding your child’s conduct on the school bus. 

No child who is scheduled to ride a bus may walk to or from school without written permission from his/her parent. If your child needs to ride a bus to which he/she is not assigned, please send a note to your child’s teacher. Children cannot ride a bus that they are not scheduled to ride without a parent’s consent. 

       Promoting Positive Discipline

Discipline is a shared responsibility between home and school. We will not hesitate to ask you for assistance and feedback if issues arise involving your children. Our primary goal is that children respect others and treat people with kindness and fairness. 

Snow has adopted a common set of values that all staff members want to encourage children to demonstrate. The values are listed in our school’s chief acronym: REACH. REACH stands for Respect, Effort, Attitude, Caring, and Honesty. These values are consistently reinforced with children, as children receive tickets when they demonstrate these behaviors in positive ways. Monthly awards ceremonies are held to acknowledge children for their good behavior.

As stated in the Middletown Public Schools Elementary Handbook, there are certain behaviors that may warrant suspension or expulsion. Please refer to that book for more details.  
Snow School staff addresses name-calling and physical incidents immediately, so children should come forward with conflicts so that they can be resolved quickly and efficiently. 

Bullying:  
State legislation concerning bullying policies has been amended by Public Act 06-115. The definition of bullying is “overt acts by a student or a group of students directed against another student with the intent to ridicule, harass, humiliate, or intimidate the other student while on school grounds, at a school-sponsored activity or on a school bus, which acts are repeated against the same student over time.”  The children are told to report to their teachers or principal any time someone is bothering them or trying to make them upset. Counseling and intervention strategies are oftentimes recommended. To be proactive, character education activities are created by pupil personnel and classroom teachers to teach empathy, acceptance, conflict resolution, and promoting positive self-esteem. The goal of all of these programs is to make schools emotionally and physically safe.  

School Pledge:    As a sign of their commitment to REACH, I am asking all of the children to sign or write their names on the following page to show that they will try their best to demonstrate the values of REACH every day at Snow School. It is important that children understand the role behavior and character development play in school. Children should treat others with kindness and respect. I am also asking that the parents or guardians of the children sign the pledge, showing that they as a family understand Snow School’s expectations.   







 STUDENT PLEDGE
· I will try my best at school. I will work hard and focus on learning. 

· I will attend school each day with a positive attitude and will not give up even if some of the work is difficult. 
· I will take notices home from school and deliver them to my parent and/or guardian. 

· I will complete all of my homework and projects to the best of my ability. 

· I will be kind and helpful to all of the other children and adults at school. 

· I will say nice things to people and use my words in positive ways. 

· I will keep my hands and feet to myself and only use my hands in kind ways. 

Student’s Name: ___________________________

Date: __________

As the parent and/or guardian, I have read the pledge and understand the expectations the school staff have for my child. I also have received a copy 
of the Snow School handbook.   

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________


Please return this one sheet to your child’s teacher! Thank you!  

